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W: Honey, look at my arm. I can’t stop scratching it!
M: Oh, it has become so swollen. It might be some sort of insect bite.

W: It has been bothering me all day. Do we have any medicine for it?
M:
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M: Kate, do you have any plans for Saturday?
W: I only have a tennis lesson in the morning. Why?
M: I was wondering if you could come to school and help me install

the new 3D printer.
W:
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W: Hello. I'm Laura Johnson, the senior director of AAR. AAR is a
nonprofit organization managed and maintained entirely by
volunteers. Our mission is to protect helpless, abandoned animals
and place them in permanent homes. Each day, it takes about 30
volunteers to care for the animals, monitor intake and adoptions,
and manage the office and clinic. Even more volunteers are needed
to hold fundraising events and keep up with administrative and
financial paperwork. When you volunteer at AAR, your time really
is spent helping the animals. Join us! Two hours a week can make

a significant difference in a pet’s life!
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M

: It’s the essay assignment. I don't know where to start. Can you
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Hey, Steve, you look upset. What's the matter?

help me, Ellen?

Okay. Then, why don’t you start by writing the conclusion?

Do you mean I should write the end first without an outline? What
if it makes my essay look illogical?

Don’t worry, Steve. Actually, writing your conclusion first will help
keep your essay organized because you will know where you're

going.

: I've never thought about that.

The more clearly you know what your closing thought is, the easier
it 1s to strengthen your logic through appropriate supporting ideas.
Oh, T see. If T write my conclusion first, it'll help make my main

idea clear.

: You got the point, Steve.

Thanks a lot. I'll give it a try.
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Hello.

Hi, may I speak to Mr. Mike Watson?

This is he.

I'm calling from Southside High School to ask some questions
about the outdoor photo session scheduled for this Friday.

Yes. How can I help you?

I just want to make sure that our students can bring their own
costumes for their class photos.

Yes, of course. After I finish taking pictures of individual students,
they can change from their school uniforms to their own costumes
for their class photos.

Students in my class will love it. Then, how long will it take to
finish the whole session?

It'll take about two hours. It ends sooner if all the students show
up on time.

Okay. T'll remind our students that they should all come to
Central Park by 9 a.m.

That’ll make my job a lot easier. See you at Central Park.
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Amy, what are you looking at?

It's a photo I took of my family preparing for a party last
weekend.

Who's the girl looking at the cake?

She’s my youngest sister. She’s wearing the striped party hat for
our mom’s birthday.

She looks so excited. Who's the boy back there?

He’s my older brother. He’s blowing up a balloon.

Is that your father beside your brother?

Right. He's cooking steak in a frying pan.

Looks delicious. Oh, I didn't know you have a dog.

Yes, her name is Lucy. She’s lying on the floor sleeping while
we're busy preparing for the party.

That’s cute. The cake on the table looks good.

I made it myself. I also made the birthday card next to it.

Great. Your mom must have been so happy.
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Katie, what are you doing for Children’s Day?

I'm going to an amusement park with my family.

That’s great. Your son must be excited.

He really is. My son loves riding roller coasters.

It'll be a perfect gift for him! So, which amusement park are you
going to?

We're planning to go to Dream World. He has always wanted to

go there.

M: Dream World? Good! There are many great spots to take pictures.
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: Exactly! That’s what I like most about that park.

Wait, I heard Dream World is offering a special discount until the
end of this month.

Really? How can I get the discount?

You need to download the discount coupon from their smartphone
app.

I'll do that right away. Thanks a lot.

Have fun celebrating with your son.
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Judy, did you hear about the English Literature Conference that is
happening in August?

© Yes, Professor Stanton. I heard this year’s theme will be Ernest

Hemingway.

That’s right. I was thinking you could represent our university by
giving a presentation at the conference.

It would be a great honor for me. I've recently published an article
on Hemingway. When is the conference?

It'll be held on August 18th in Chicago.

Oh, no. I'm afraid I can’t participate in the conference.

Why not? Do you have other plans on the 18th?

Yes. I recently applied for a teaching job at Emory College, and
they asked me to come for a job interview that day.

Oh, I see. It's a pity you can’t give the presentation, but I really
wish you the best of luck for your job interview.

Thank you. I'll do my best.
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W:
M

: I'm looking for a sofa that I found in this magazine. Do you sell
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May I help you?

this model?

Can I see it? [Pause/ Yes, we sell it for 700 dollars. Would you
like to order one?

Hmm.... I really like this model, but it's quite expensive. Do you
offer any discounts?

Well, we happen to have the same model on display, and we offer
our display sofas for half price. Come this way. /Pause/ This is it.
Oh, it looks almost new! I'll take it.

Great. Do you need anything else?

I'd like to buy stools, too. How much is that one?

It’'s 50 dollars.

Okay, I'll take two of them. Do I have to pay for the delivery?
Yes, it’'s 30 dollars. But if you spend more than 500 dollars, we
offer free shipping.

I don’t think I need anything else. I'll pay the delivery fee.

. All right. Please fill in your address here first.
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W: Hey, Alex. You look really fit. What have you been doing?

M: I've been taking a sports climbing course.

W: What are the benefits of sports climbing?

M: Climbing the indoor rock walls helps strengthen muscles and
increase flexibility.

W: Actually, I've been looking for a new challenge. Tell me more

about the course.

M: It's a one-month course consisting of eight classes. Each class
lasts 50 minutes.

W: It doesn’t sound so hard. Where are the classes offered?

M: They're held at Cypress College. The course offers different classes

for different skill levels.

W: Sounds good! I can choose the beginner level, then. How much
does it cost to sign up?

M: 100 dollars.

W: That's not so much. What should I bring to the class?

M: You should take your own helmet and rock shoes with you.

W: Okay. Thanks a lot for the information.

_10_
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M: Hello, listeners! Today, I'd like to tell you about one of the most
unique hotels in the world. Tubo Hotel in Mexico was built using
recycled concrete tubes. It opened in 2010 and is known as a
unique and affordable holiday destination. The hotel is located
approximately 80 kilometers south of Mexico City. The rooms of
the hotel are arranged in pyramid shapes. Tubo Hotel has 20
rooms, each measuring 2.44 meters wide and 3.5 meters long.
Unfortunately, the hotel rooms don’'t have any bathrooms, but
guests have access to two shared bathhouses located on the hotel
property. How about staying at this unique hotel for your next
holiday?

_11_
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Ms. Sanderson, what are you doing?

I'm looking at a list of plays from the Springfield Theater Festival.
I'm thinking of taking my students to a play.

That’s great. Have you decided what to watch?

: No. Will you help me pick one from this list?

Let me see.... You'd better not take your students to a horror
play. Some of them might get scared.

Okay. I'll choose one of the others.

What do you think of the start times?

It would be hard for us to make it for a 1 p.m. show because we
would go to the theater after having lunch.

That’s true. Look! These shows offer a group discount. You shouldn’t
pass up on such a good deal.

Then there are two options left.

Why don’'t you choose the one with the higher audience rating?

That’s a good idea. T'll reserve the tickets now.

_12_
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Randy’s Books. How may I help you?

Hello. I saw an ad that says you buy used books.

We do. Would you like to sell your used books?

Yes. I have lots of books that my daughters no longer read.

What kind of books are they?

They're mostly children’s book collections.

Okay. Are they in good condition? You'll be paid based on the
condition of the books.

They're in quite good condition. No drawings, no torn pages.

. After checking them thoroughly, I can tell you how much we can

pay you.

: I see. Should I take the books to your store in person?

© Yes. Please visit our store. We're open until 8 p.m.

_13_
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M: Mom, I'm home.
W: How was your day, Peter?
M: We did an emergency drill at school.
W: Did you practice leaving the school building quickly in case of a fire?
M: Yes. I even demonstrated how to use a fire extinguisher in front
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of the whole school.

Really? I'm so proud of you. Was it difficult to do?

Not really. I didn’t know that I could put out a fire in no time.
Great. You learned a useful skill.

Absolutely. If there’s a fire at home, I'll be able to put it out with
our fire extinguisher. [Pause/ Wait! We have a fire extinguisher,
don't we?

Actually, we lost the old one when we moved into this house last

summer. So right now, we don't.

: No way! I learned every household should definitely have at least

one fire extinguisher.

_14_
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W: Jack is a member of the school orchestra. His best friend, Carol,

is the orchestra leader. Next month, their orchestra will hold their
annual performance. Everyone practices very hard for the
performance, but Carol thinks that they need to practice more for
perfect harmony. On top of the regular practice time, she’s
planning to schedule extra practices. However, the members of the
orchestra have many activities after school, so it's very difficult to
practice then. Carol explains this situation to Jack and asks for
advice. He wants to suggest to Carol that they schedule the
additional practices for the time before school starts in the
morning. In this situation, what would Jack most likely say to
Carol?

_15_
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M:

Hi, class. Last time we talked about the habitats of insects. From
today, we’ll learn about their diets. Surprisingly, some of them
eat other insects. For example, dragonflies feed on any flying
insects they can catch. Although they usually catch prey in flight,
they can snatch insects from exposed surfaces, too. Also, some
ants eat the dead bodies of insects much larger than they are.
There are even ants that eat each other. In fact, a queen ant
might eat her own eggs if she doesn’t have any other food to
survive. Next, tiger beetles, the fastest insects on our planet,
use their incredible speed to chase down prey such as other
small insects. They can travel about 2.5 meters per second.
Finally, many ladybugs are predators. Most of what they prey on
are considered pests to humans who like to grow plants. There
must be more insects you know about. Take a minute to think,
and then we'll talk about it.
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